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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 28,29 and 38-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 28, it is not clear which opening is being referenced since openings in 
the front and back have been recited. 

In claim 38, the term "slot-like" is indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3,5-19,21-26,28,30-42,44-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being clearly anticipated by NiemL 

In certain claims, elements 10 and 12 are the face and return sections while in 
other claims elements 13 and 14 represent these elements. Each of these elements are 
considered to be "substantially" rigid and some meet the limitation of a "trim" member. 
Each "trim piece" has "segments", or portions. Trim member 12 has two sections. The 
"retainer" is either the channel in element 10 or element 13. A flexible covering directly 
covers both sections 13 and 14 (see Fig. 6) and also covers sections 10 and 12 since 
elements 13 and 14 cover these elements. Each of the respective sets of elements 
have connectors at their ends for connection. The terms "front" and "back" referencing 
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the sides of the face section are broad and what may be the front in the present 
invention may be considered the back in Niemi. Face section 10 has two sections joined 
by a connector forming interlocking "substantially cylindrical" channels. See tabs 22, 
separate pieces 32,22, that define a gap therebetween. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4 and 26-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Niemi in view of Badalamenti. 

Badalamenti provides a cornice that has slots in the "front" and "back" sides. It 
would have been obvious to provide slots in the outwardly facing side of element 13 in 
Niemi so as to provide a different appearance. 

Claims 20 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Niemi in view of Hatziathanasiou. 

The use of a T-shaped connector is well known, as illustrated by Hatziathanasiou 
at 61. In view of this teaching, it would have been obvious to modify Niemi whereby his 
fasteners 79 are of such a shape so as to be more easily inserted and removed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blair M. Johnson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6830. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 6:30-3:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). , 
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